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WORKFORCE INVESTMENT CORPORATION
Youth Council Meeting Minutes
March 3, 2014 @ 10:00 am
Seminar Room II, Madren Center- Clemson, SC

Members Present

Elizabeth Burkett


Elaine Bailey



Jason Duncan



Robert Halfacre


Sandy Jordan



Tim Mays



Amy Holbrooks


Rick Murphy



Janice Walpole
Members Absent:
Kristi King-Brock


Tina Brown



Crystal Noble
Karen Kay Smith


Amy Bradshaw


Janice Ward




Providers:
Dana Grant



Karen Craven



Ann Marie Baker


Staff Present:
Sharon Crite


   
Patty Manley



Brandi Runion
Jennifer Kelly 



Ronnie Allen

Guest Present:
Scott Ferguson


Danny Brothers


Amanda Blanton



I. Welcome and Introductions

Vice Chair Robert Halfacre called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone in attendance and announced the meeting was being recorded for processing of minutes and that a quorum was present to conduct business of the Council.  

II. Approval of Minutes 
The minutes from the January 13, 2014 meeting were emailed with the meeting notice and included in the meeting packet, Chair King-Brock called for any corrections or amendments to the minutes.
COUNCIL ACTION TAKEN: Tim Mays made a motion to approve the minutes from the January 13, 2014 meeting as submitted, seconded by Rick Murphy.  The motion carried with a unanimous voice vote.
III. Palmetto Youth Connections (PYC) Report
Dana Grant provided an update on the new Palmetto Youth Connections (PYC) Dashboard report  through February 27, 2014.  Ms. Grant gave a brief update highlighting the demographics of participants who have registered and the caseload breakdown by Career Coach as well as County stating this number changes daily but at the time the report was pulled they were working 196 participants. Ms. Grant reported currently the Literacy/Numeracy Gaines are 26 participants, 44 GED/HS Diploma participants and 24 placements in employment, post-secondary education or military.
Ms. Grant reported on the status of the PY’13 Goals they are exceeding the Literacy-Numeracy goal at 77% and exceeding the Placement goal at 86% and working to meet the 77% Credentials goal.
a. PY 13  Youth Outreach Update





Karen Craven referred to Monthly Update Report which is through February 27, 2014, reporting that Carryover was 68 and there were 69 new enrollments for total of 137 active participants and 92 participants in follow-up.  Ms. Craven also reported on numbers being served via county breakdown: Anderson – 60; Oconee – 33 and Pickens – 44.
Ms. Craven referred to the flyer and table tents provided to show what is being used for outreach stating staff will track data as calls come in to ensure outreach strategies are successful.  Phase 3 of outreach will being this month with pump toppers being placed at Quick Trip locations as well as coupons to be used at area restaurants.  Ms. Craven ensured Youth Council members that whe will continue to keep the Council posted on outreach efforts.
IV. New Business 
PY’13 Grant Expenditures (12/30/13-1/26/14)

Vice Chair Halfacre deferred to Brandi Runion to provide report.  Ms. Runion referred to page 7 of the meeting packet and provided a brief breakdown of expenditures stating 49.2% has been spent through January 2014 stating Henkels & McCoy is expecting to spend the 90% expenditure rate this program year. Ms. Runion asked if Youth Council members would like to see other information included in this report. Elaine Bailey made a suggestion to include what percent of the year has expired for the program year to conincide with the percentage of expenditures.
PY’13 1st Quarter Youth Performance Report
Sharon Crite referred to page 8 of the packet and provided a brief explanation of the youth performance report stating the blue areas indicate the goal has been exceeded and the green indicates the goal is being met. 

Career Pathways For Success - Information
Rick Murphy referred to page 9 and the handouts provided for the Career Pathways for Success stating Career Pathways for Success’ relevance to High School students is to engage those students who aren’t typically planning on post-secondary education. Mr. Murphy then deferred to Amanda Blanton from Tri County Technical College (TCTC) to provide information.

Ms. Blanton stated TCTC values it partnerships with educators and businesses in the Anderson, Oconee and Pickens area and has developed a program in support of career pathways that ensure students are prepared for the next level of education or to enter the workplace.  Ms. Blanton reported TCTC has a pilot program in place with Anderson District 3, Cresent  High School, with 7 students enrolled in the Basic Electronic Certificate courses.  This is the first career pathway program currently in place.  These students will graduate Spring 2014 with a Certificate from TCTC with 20 credit hours under their belt before they actually graduate from High School.
Several career pathways are planned for the 2014-2015 school year with several area schools and plans are currently underway to .  Funding is needed and they are researching numerous avenues. School districts are currently researching and writing grants as an avenue for funding. 

Ms. Blanton restated that through this program, they are hoping to reach students who may traditionally not attend post-secondary to engage them and educate them on how to achieve such. Partnerships with area schools and businesses are extremely important so they work to track data and continue to build on those partnerships.
Youth Career Connect Grant Information
Ms. Crite deferred to page 10 and encouraged all Youth Council members to read the program summary to better understand this grant. Only one school district, Anderson District 3,4 & 5, at this time has applied with WorkLink’s letter of support.  

Ms. Crite reported ideally, the Youth Program in our workforce region would come along side of this grant to offer work readiness, soft skills, work experience, and possibly training adding that this would have to be discussed in the RFP where we do have the option to serve in-school youth.  Ms. Crite stated it will be the decision of the Youth Council’s whether this will be a good fit and in which direction to move.  There is also the discussion of allocation of funds and what percentage are to be used for in-school youth. Ms. Grant added that Palmetto Youth Connections was asked to partner with this school district for this grant.  

Ms. Crite reported that Pickens county, Dr. Pew, was not aware of this grant and she has not heard from Oconee county as to why they didn’t apply. She is reaching out to these counties to ensure they are all made aware of this grant opportunity for future application.

Discussion: The Option to Serve In-School Youth

Ms. Crite reported that it is law that 30% of allocation to serve out of school youth but she will research the formula to bring and report back to Youth Council.  Out of school youth will still be served if the Youth Council decides to go the route of In-School. Ms. Crite reported the Youth Council will need to determine which direction to go and whom to serve (i.e. low income; foster care youth; at risk youth, etc.).

Sandy Jordan stated the Department of Vocational Rehabilitation can possibly provide assist with tuition and books as related to training in programs that provide a certificate or credential. 

V. Other Business

Business & Education Forum (RSVP Required)
Vice Chair Halfacre referred to the flyer regarding the Business & Education Forum and encouraged all Youth Council members to attend.
WorkLink Job Fair

Brandi Runion provided an update stating the Job Fair is scheduled for Thursday, 3/20/14 from 10am – 2pm at the Tri County Technical College Pendleton Campus.  At this time we have 15 employers, 9 Staffing Agencies & 13 Service Agencies registered and are continuing to hold Job Ready Workshops for jobseekers.  Last year we had @ 60 employers, agencies and over 500 jobseekers attend for a very successful event.
VI. Adjourn
With no further business to discuss, the Youth Council meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted by: Patty Manley, Office Manager
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